Identification of a high-risk subgroup in cytology-positive stage IIIA endometrial cancer.
To identify a high-risk subgroup among patients with cytology-positive stage IIIA endometrial cancer. Fifty-four stage IIIA endometrial cancer patients who were positive only on peritoneal cytology were divided into two groups based on the cytologic pattern of their peritoneal smears. In group A, malignant cell clusters had well-defined edges, while the tumor cell clusters had scalloped edges in group B. The prognostic significance of these findings was investigated. The five-year disease-free survival rate was 97.5% in group A (n=40) versus 50% in group B (n = 14). Multivariate analysis confirmed that the cytologic pattern had an independent influence on survival. Positive peritoneal cytology composed of malignant cell clusters with well-defined edges has no impact on survival. Only endometrial cancer patients who show tumor cell clusters with scalloped edges in peritoneal smears are worth considering for upstaging.